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Transition : A Positive Start to School

Starting school is a major life transition for children and their families.  It is a time of change that can be both challenging and rewarding.  To help the sharing of
information between the key services involved in your child’s life, a  Transition Learning and Development Statement  will be developed.  The
Statement will summarise your child’s strengths as they start school, identify their interests, and indicate how your child’s learning and development can be
supported on a continued basis.

ELC families in our 4/5 year old programs are currently being asked to fill out the  Transition Learning and Development Statements  as one part of a program of transition-

to-school activities that you and your child can participate in before and after school starts.  The Transition Learning and Development Statement has 2 parts :

Part 1 The Family
Part 2 The Early Childhood Educator

Part 1 of the Statement aims to capture both yours, and your child’s views on transition to school.  This section includes :

Your child’s background
Providing background information can help teachers understand some of the things that are important for you and your child.  For example, if your child is keen to talk about
family members, it is helpful for teachers to know the names of other people in your family, or preferred names for grandparents or other relatives and friends.  Teachers can then
continue the conversation and demonstrate to your child that they understand what is being said.  Knowing some of the things that are important at home also helps
teachers respond in appropriate ways to children and to you and your child.

Your child’s experiences inside and outside the home
Many children attend early childhood services before they go to school.  Knowing about these things can help a teacher make connections with what your child has already
experienced, and what they will do at school.  Where possible, it is helpful to note the service your child has attended and, if you are happy for that service to be contacted, their contact
details.

Your views about your child starting school
When first thinking about school, you may be keen to find out :

- who are the teachers?
- what will the curriculum be like?
- what provisions are made for children with special education needs, or children who are gifted?
- how are class groups formed?
- what happens in the first few weeks of school?

You are encouraged to use this section to seek the information you would like to know about the school.  You may also wish to note your expectations for you child at school and
for your involvement with the school.

What you think might help your child settle into school
It may also be useful to note what things your child might need assistance with and what strategies you use to help them.  Providing details of the things that might upset
your child and how you respond to these situations can also help teachers quickly identify when things are not going well, and how best to respond

your child’s views on what they would like to know about their school, and what your
child would like their new teacher to know about them!
Children are usually excited and/or nervous about starting school.  Completing this section with your child provides an opportunity to talk with them about starting school and
to find out about any issues so that these can be addressed and they can feel comfortable about starting school.

Families are welcome to include as much, or as little information as you believe is required to support your child’s transition to school.

In November, your child’s early years educator will collate the information for your child’s Statement, and provide you with a full copy of the Statement for you to approve to
send to your child’s school.  This information will assist your child’s teacher develop a better understanding of your child, and help them to plan learning and teaching
programs that meet the needs of your child.

If you are still not sure which school your child will attend, you will need to keep a copy of your child’s Statement to forward to the school when you enrol your child in 2010.

Please feel welcome to speak with ELC teaching staff, and/or ELC Progam Manager, Marissa Di Stefano, for further clarification and information about this wonderful initiative.



Eco Cubby News
We are pleased to announce that out plans for the Mudbrick Eco Cubby have been approved and procedures are now in
place to have the cubby built. Yeh! We are envisaging that this will happen early in 2010. The to-scale-model is on display under
our veranda for everyone to peruse. We would like to extend a huge thanks to Mat Foley (Waratah  - Kitty’s Dad and Architect)
for working with the Waratah children to design a cubby that is reflective of their ideas, thoughts and input.

We would like to thank all families who contributed goods and services to our recent ELC Silent Auction and also to those who bid
on the various items.  Special thanks to ELC parents,  Dani Haxim and Sue Dalton, who co-ordinated the event, and worked
tirelessly to organise everything for a successful event.  We raised nearly $3000  from the Silent Auction event which will be

put towards the final building costs of the Eco-Cubby.

Please see ELC Administration, if you are interested in ‘Buying a Mudbrick Õ.  There is still time to do so!

News from the Banksia Room Program

Individual Project Work

The Banksia children are currently participating in Individual Project Work  and
have chosen individual topics of interest that they would like to explore and seek

further knowledge.

Children have devised their own titles for their project work, and have shared their
prior knowledge, as well as the knowledge that they would like to seek.  We are

enjoying the opportunity to research topics.  Some children have ventured out

on library visits, as well as accessed the web and asked family members to visit
and share their knowledge within the program.

We look forward to continuing   these projects and benefiting from family visits to
build on our transfer of skills and knowledge.

BlueGum Room
Children are enjoying the
opportunity to investigate and explore
Australian Indigenous Flora and
Fauna and bush tucker found in
Australian landscapes.  We would greatly
appreciate contributions of resources,
magazines and literature to assist the
children find information and
develop project research.

The BlueGum Room children welcome
parent participation and involvement to
share knowledge and contribute valuable
expertise to the program.

As part of our  Transition to School
Program, please include a whole piece of

fruit in your child’s snack box for
Morning Tea.  Our expectation is for the children
to eat their own piece of fruit from their snack box.
Milk and water  will continue to be served to
contribute towards a healthy  morning break.

Thanks

Banksia Room children
and staff pass on
thanks to Annie’s mum
Kaz for the kind donation
of beautiful wooden
buckets and wooden
animal figurines to the
ELC.   These will
certainly be put to
great use!

Visual Art Program News
Ann Ferguson  -  ELC Visual Art & Clay Specialist Teacher

Waratah children are enjoying the opportunity to

 explore and represent farm  anim als in their work Children are
resourcing this interest with visits and group works at the

magnificent Collingwood Children’s Farm.

O utdoor clay will be initially offered to Eucalypt and BlueGum Room
children, and later Banksia and Wattle groups

We look forward to : creating little dolls and tiny furniture for our
BlueGum Room  dolls’ houses; adding to our Kindness Words Mural

with the Wattle children; and making Spring - Leaf impressions for our
paper clay tree in the Banksia Room.

Congratulations to Ann Ferguson  (ELC Visual Art Specialist Teacher) who received the

Acquisition Award for her inspiring and creative ceramic art work at the

Manningham City Council

CERAMICS VICTORIA
40TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION
Celebrating the Past, Showcasing Current Work and  Projecting the Future in Ceramics



Health, Safety &
Nutrition

Administration News

Slip Slop Slap Seek Slide

With the warmer weather (hopefully) on its way, there are 5 things

to remember ….

1. Slip on  clothing that covers as much skin as possible

2. Slop on SPF 30+ broad spectrum sunscreen and reapply every 2 hours

3. Slap on a broad brimmed or bucket hat

4. Seek shade

5. Slide on some sunglasses, labelled with Australian Standard 1067

SunSmart   www.sunsmart.com.au

Did you know …

Preschool Immunizations are due at
4 years of age?

Further Information :
City of Yarra

Public Health Unit

333 Bridge Road, Richmond

Enquiries City of Yarra

9205 59205 5166

Email
info@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Term 4 Curriculum Day - Staff Development

All ELC staff participated in  a Strategy Workshop at our
recent Curriculum Day, where we discussed ELC Values and
Behaviours in our endeavour to devise an Operational
Plan for the years ahead.

A very productive and successful session was shared.

November 2009

ELC Food Safety Audit
The Early Learning Centre is a registered Food Safety Provider.

In keeping in-line with Food Safety and Food Handling Practices, the Centre’s kitchen and food

handling practices will be audited by Australian Food Hygiene Services Pty Ltd. Date to be
announced and forwarded.

Playground Safety
With safety in mind, families are reminded to
discourage children from using the ELC’s playground
as a recreational facility at the end of the day / in the late
afternoon period.

It is important to remember that the ELC’s equipment is not
designed for children younger than 3 years of age, or school
age children.

Thankyou for your continued support and co-operation

Health Fact

Dental Care

Dental experts say   children need to brush
at least twice a day - in the morning and before bed.
According to a 2009 Oral Health Survey by
Colgate-Palmolive, 45.9% of Australian
children only brush once, or less, a day!

Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne

End of Year
The ELC closes at midday on Friday 18 December 2009

All families are charged at a ‘half day’ rate of $40.00
CCB is claimed only for operating hours on this day

Children who are returning to the ELC in 2010 -

• are billed for this day regardless of attendance

Children who are NOT returning to the ELC in 2010 -

• will not be charged for NON attendance on Fri 18 Dec

• can only claim CCB up until their last actual day attended in 2009

Please speak directly with ELC Administration Staff if
you have any queries or concerns.



Dates for the Diary

Fri 23 - Sat 24 October EEEC Conference Visit
                                     to the Early Learning Centre

The conference title Engage, Empower, Enact:
Sustainability and the Early Years, highlights key
strategies for moving forward in early childhood education.

ELC Staff -  Rachel, Giansiracusa, Ann Ferguson, and
Josette Nunn,  will lead workshops and share papers
structured to encourage debate and discussion about our practices to
become more effective educators for sustainability.

Friday 30 October World Teacher’s Day
                 UNESCO established World Teacher’s

Day in 1994 to draw attention to the 
  important role of teachers in building a better

future for the world’s children.  The day is
celebrated in over 100 countries and in 

 Australia this year, on Friday 30 October.

We invite ELC children and families to acknowledge
and celebrate teachers.

Wednesday 25
November               Guest Speaker

                               at North Fitzroy Primary School

Dot Deviny, inspirational speaker on children’s
gross motor development and readiness for school

     Topic :  Gross Motor Co-ordination
     Time :  9.30am - 10.30am
     Venue :  North Fitzroy Primary School

Students from the University of Melbourne

Year 3 BECE Student Placement

The ELC welcomes 2 University of Melbourne BECE 3rd year  students ,  for a
15-day  placement in the

Wattle & BlueGum Room programs.  While at the Centre,  students will have
the opportunity to undertake learning experiences, with the guidance and support

of our well experienced teaching staff.

M-Teaching (Early Childhood) Student

We also welcome the return of our  Master of Teaching (Early Childhood) student,
Payal to the Centre.  Payal will undertake a block  placement in the Waratah

Room program, beginning Monday 2 November.

QIAS

The National Child
Care Accreditation
Council  (NCAC)
has developed Fact
Sheets, providing
clear information
about common
issues and frequently
asked questions.
Families are
welcome to visit the
NCAC website for
more information at
www.ncac.gov.au

Next

Working Bee
Saturday 7
November
2009
9.30am - 12pm

All welcome

Sustainable
Transport

There are many different
ways that we can
incorporate
sustainable
practices   into our
children’s lives.  October is
Walk-tober.  We

encourage families to use
sustainable transport - so
everyone get
walking!!!!!


