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Executive Summary
e ArtPlayis a unique arts provider fahildren in Australia.

e The establishment d&rtPlay recognises that the arts are important ways of encouraging active,
creative and cultural engagement.

e ArtPlay offers a wide range of artis#d programs for children-312 and serves a broad
communityincluding parents, carers, teachers and artists.

e ArtPlay offers children theiniqueopportunity to work with practising and highly respected
artists in a purpose built, nesthool setting.

e ArtPlayis multidimensional and provides participants with @cts experiences as well as
opportunities foengagementcognition andcultural citizenship.

e High levels ofengagementwere observed in workshops that were largely ethitdcted,
involved some form of peeagroup learning, were active, creative and falgyand involved the
production of an end product or performance.

e High levels oflearning andcognition were evident in all the workshops observed.

e There was evidence of the developmentudfural citizenship. For example,

0 A sense otommunity was evdent in programs that provided opportunities for children,
artists, parents/carers aAdPlay staff to engage in the emnstruction of art and play.

0 Workshops encouraged children to take responsibility for their own choices and subsequent
learningoutcames.

e The outcomes of this pilot study and the support of the City of Melbourne were instrumental in
providing the foundation for one of the very few successful 2006 Australian Council for Research
Linkage grants into the study of arts education.

e There lave been a number of presentations by the research team abduPthg project to date
(see Appendix)
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